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Theology
To what extent does Life.Church’s hybrid ministry move participants from digital

engagement toward Christian community, discipleship, and mission? This case examines public
ministry descriptions and my November 4, 2026 website observations. Life.Church provides
identifiable pathways toward participation. Evaluating sustained discipleship also requires
evidence of mutual care, pastoral accountability, embodied fellowship, and service over time.

Its mission to lead people to become fully devoted followers of Christ supplies a basis for
evaluation. Matthew 28:18-20 joins baptism with teaching obedience, while Ephesians 4:11-16
connects pastoral equipping with service and corporate maturity. Discipleship therefore includes
what participants learn, how they live, and how they contribute to Christ’s body.!

Model

My November 4 website walkthrough revealed a multilingual welcome, location prompt,
service schedule, chat, prayer links, and invitations to groups and service. LifeGroups meet
online or in person. Life.Church identifies Watch Parties as a type of LifeGroup that meets in
person around its weekly service. These official descriptions document what the ministry
provides. Participant testimonials report experience, while practitioner literature and external
studies supply criteria for analysis.?

Moore argues that thoughtfully designed online worship can support transformation while

acknowledging the difficulty of replicating physical contact and relationship building. His

! Life.Church, “Our Beliefs,” accessed November 5, 2026, https://www.life.church/who-we-are/our-
beliefs/. Unless otherwise noted, Scripture references are from the English Standard Version (ESV).

2 David R. Williamson, website observations and screenshots, November 4, 2026, https://live.life.church/;
Life.Church, “About Life.Church Online,” accessed November 5, 2026, https://www.life.church/lconline/;
Life.Church, “Start a Watch Party at Life.Church Online,” accessed November 5, 2026,
https://www.life.church/watchparty/.



qualified affirmation helps assess whether Life.Church’s digital invitations lead to shared
participation across settings.?

Barna’s pandemic-era research illustrates the need to distinguish interest from activity. In
its September 2020 survey, 68 percent of Christians expressed openness to prayer during online
services, while 28 percent reported attending a digital prayer gathering in the preceding year. The
figures answer different questions and cannot establish a conversion rate. They also cannot
establish present participation at Life.Church.*

Community

Life.Church welcomes visitors without requiring membership and directs them toward
LifeGroups. Yang, Banks, and Bird illuminate this approach through Penry’s account of
Life.Church’s emphasis on service, giving, and evangelism. Their distinction between attendance
and attachment directs attention toward whether people become known and develop healthy
spiritual relationships. Acts 2:42-47 and 1 Corinthians 12:25-27 further identify shared teaching,
prayer, practical care, and mutual responsibility as characteristics of Christian community.®
Hebrews 10:24-25 directs evaluation toward mutual encouragement and stirring one another to

love and good works.

3 Jason Moore, Both/And: Maximizing Hybrid Worship Experiences for In-Person and Online Engagement
(Plano, TX: Invite Press, 2022), 40.

4 Barna Group, “Is Openness to Prayer a Door to Digital Church Engagement?,” March 3, 2021,
https://www.barna.com/research/digital-prayer/. Survey conducted September 1-15, 2020.

5 Life.Church, “About Life.Church Online”; Daniel Yang, Adelle M. Banks, and Warren Bird, Becoming a
Future-Ready Church: 8 Shifts to Encourage and Empower the Next Generation of Leaders (Grand Rapids, MI:
Zondervan, 2024), chap. 2, “From Attendance to Attachment,” Logos edition.



Panzer’s account of pandemic worship distinguishes extending an invitation from
equipping people for faithful service. Applied to Life.Church, his concern raises questions about
whether groups offer continuing opportunities to contribute and care for others.®

Opperman and Botha’s study of four participants in an online Bible study hosted by a
Pentecostal congregation in Cape Town, South Africa, describes reciprocal support and spiritual
encouragement alongside technological barriers, isolation, and incomplete inclusion. It supplies
comparison questions for this case, while its small sample limits broader conclusions.’

Discipleship

Kranda directs evaluation toward changes in daily life and relationships that develop
through groups. Life.Church’s baptism process offers a concrete example of preparation for
obedience. Candidates attend an online class with pastors, while another believer helps with the
baptism locally. The FAQ captured in my November 4 screenshots also describes a live event
with online pastors guiding and celebrating on screen. Its Communion guidance permits
observance at home and allows any follower of Jesus to lead.®

Life.Church presents these ordinances as symbols of Christ’s work. Its descriptions invite
biblical evaluation of how digital instruction and physical participation relate to congregational
life. Romans 6:3—4 connects baptism with Christ’s death and resurrection. First Corinthians

10:16-17 and 11:17-34 connect Communion with shared participation, remembrance, unity, and

6 Ryan M. Panzer, The Holy and the Hybrid: Navigating the Church’s Digital Reformation (Minneapolis:
Fortress Press, 2022), 43-45, 51-53.

" Talia Opperman and Michelle Botha, “The Potential and Challenges of an Online Bible Study Group for
Persons with Disabilities,” African Journal of Disability 14 (2025): a1721, https://doi.org/10.4102/ajod.v14i0.1721.

8 Jay Kranda, Online Church Is Not the Answer: Beyond Just Streaming to Hybrid Disciple Making
(HyperThinking Group, 2024), 55-57, 124-27; Life.Church, “My Baptism,” FAQs on the Baptism Class and live
event, screenshots captured by the author November 4, 2026, https://www.life.church/mybaptism/; Life.Church,
“Communion,” accessed November 5, 2026, https://www.life.church/communion/.



self-examination. These passages raise a question about how observance within homes relates to
continuing congregational life and pastoral care.

Leadership

Host Team volunteers welcome participants, facilitate discussion, offer prayer, and
respond to messages. Community Team volunteers may lead groups. The Online Community
Coach Hub adds evidence of oversight through leader tracking, records of coaching
conversations, and an initial meeting with a pastor or lead coach.®

Richards’s interpretation of Ephesians 4:11-16 connects congregational maturity with
believers serving one another as leaders equip them. This provides a criterion for assessing
Life.Church’s structures. Their significance lies in how they help participants care for others and
contribute to the body’s growth. Leader tracking and coaching records document a support
process. They do not establish how consistently it operates or what effects it produces.©

Mission

First Peter 4:10-11 connects spiritual gifts with serving others. Life.Church invites
people to host gatherings, volunteer, pray, and give. As practitioner guidance, Nieuwhof’s
emphasis on digital channels as places for ministry helps assess whether these invitations equip
people to serve beyond the church building.!

Lifeway’s discipleship research assesses Bible engagement, obedience, serving, sharing

Christ, and relationships among other dimensions. This offers a broader frame for evaluation

9 Life.Church, “Get Plugged In Online,” accessed November 5, 2026,
https://www.life.church/getpluggedin/; Life.Church, “Life.Church Online Community Coach Hub,” accessed
November 5, 2026, https://www.life.church/communitycoaches/.

10 Larry Richards, The 365 Day Devotional Commentary (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1990), 978-79.

1 Life.Church, “About Life.Church Online”; Carey Nieuwhof, 5 Signs You’re Doing Online Ministry
Right,” Leading Ideas, Lewis Center for Church Leadership, April 26, 2022,
https://www.churchleadership.com/leading-ideas/5-signs-youre-doing-online-ministry-right/.



than platform activity. The relevant questions concern whether participants practice the teaching,
respond to actual needs, and help others follow Christ. The study supplies comparison criteria
rather than findings about Life.Church.?

Strengths

Life.Church makes several next steps visible and accommodates different circumstances.
Its groups, Watch Parties, volunteer roles, baptism preparation, and Communion resources
connect digital access with relational and embodied practices. Its coaching structure supplies
further evidence of support for leaders. Together, these provisions establish a ministry design
that extends beyond distributing teaching.

Limitations

Life.Church publishes testimonials describing belonging, service, and outreach. For
example, its account of Flavious in Cameroon describes a family’s phone-based participation
developing into a Watch Party serving a neighboring village. These selected, ministry-published
accounts provide evidence of reported benefits. They offer limited grounds for determining how
broadly or consistently participants experience mutual care, accountability, and sustained
growth. Silence on a webpage cannot establish that a practice is absent.

Interviews, repeated observations, and accounts of coaching and care would help assess
how the documented structure operates over time. Group retention and continuing service would
be indicators—not proof—of sustained discipleship. Participant accounts could clarify its
spiritual significance, including whether people are known, receive help, and accept

responsibility for others.

12 Lifeway Research, State of Discipleship Generation Z Analysis (2026), 2,
https://research.lifeway.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/Generation-Z-Summary-of-Results-for-Release.pdf. The
underlying survey included 2,130 monthly Protestant churchgoers and was conducted March 19-26, 2025.

13 Life.Church, “About Life.Church Online,” “Worldwide Impact” testimonials.



Transferability

A transferable feature of Life.Church’s model is connecting scheduled gatherings with
continuing opportunities for relationship and service. In my role as a small-group teacher and
leader, | can adapt this approach through group texts that sustain relationships and coordinate
care between meetings. Kranda distinguishes a group’s continuing communication space from its
scheduled meeting space. Our Christmas-season potluck and donation plans illustrate how these
settings can work together4

On October 29, our host followed a group discussion with a text about the December 10
potluck and planned donations for an adopted family. The message documents movement toward
shared service. The activity remained prospective when this paper was prepared.®

Follow-up should examine whether members accepted responsibilities, met the family’s
needs, and continued caring.

Conclusion

Life.Church’s public materials document a deliberate hybrid design connecting online
engagement with groups, service, baptism, and Communion. Testimonials provide examples of
reported benefits. The evidence supports the presence of pathways into participation, while
leaving uncertain how widely or consistently they produce reciprocal care, sustained

discipleship, and mission.

14 Kranda, Online Church Is Not the Answer, 126-27.
15 Author’s small-group experience and host’s group text, October 29, 2026.
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